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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 10-12, 18-20, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kasper (1 ,745,099). 

Claim 1: 

Kasper discloses the same invention including a support surface for supporting a 
work piece (2), an adjustable retention member movable relative to the support surface 
for providing work piece positioning (13), a securing mechanism connected to the 
retention member and being constructive for securing the retention member in a desired 
orientation (12); and the retention member is capable of pivotally obtaining an extended 
orientation disposed substantially above the support surface (Fig. 3) and a retracted 
orientation disposed below the support surface (Fig. 2). 
Claims 3 and 10: 

In regards to claim 3, Kasper discloses the same invention including a deck for 
supporting a work piece (2), a positioning device, capable of being adjustable, disposed 
within the deck (6), a retention member connected to the adjustable positioning device 
(13), a securing mechanism connected to the retention member for securing the 
retention member in a desired orientation (12), and the retention member is capable of 
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pivotally obtaining an extended orientation exterior to the deck (Fig. 3) and a retracted 
orientation substantially retracted into the deck (Fig. 2). 

In regards to claim 10, Kasper discloses an apparatus capable of being 
integrated with a power tool (Fig. 1 , i.e. electric knife). 
Claims 11, 12. 18. and 19: 

In regards to claim 11, Kasper discloses the same invention including a housing 
(1) including a support surface for supporting a work piece (2) having a recess (10'), an 
adjustable positioning device disposed in the housing recess (6), a retention member 
connected to the adjustable positioning device (13), the retention member is configured 
to pivotally obtain an extended orientation (Fig. 3) and a retracted orientation (Fig. 2), a 
securing mechanism connected to the retention member for securing the retention 
member in a retracted orientation (12), and the retention member is capable of pivotally 
extending exterior to the housing(Fig. 3) and retracting substantially below the support 
surface (Fig. 2). 

In regards to claims 12, 18, and 19, Kasper discloses an attachment device 
connected to the housing for attaching to a deck (4), the housing is capable of being 
included in a work deck (1), and the apparatus is capable of being integrated with a 
power tool (1 ). 
Claims 20 and 23: 

In regards to claim 20, Kasper discloses the same invention including a support 
surface for supporting the work piece (2), a means for adjustable positioning (6), a 
means for retaining a work piece in a desired position (13), a means for securing the 
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retaining means in a desired orientation (12), and the retaining means is capable of 
obtaining an extended orientation disposed substantially above the support surface (Fig. 
3) and a retracted orientation disposed below the support surface (Fig. 2). 

In regards to claim 23, Kasper discloses the retaining means is a cleat (13). 
3. Claims 3, 5, 6, 10-14, and 18-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Windstrup (4,423,860). 
Claims 3. 5. 6. and 10: 

In regards to claim 3, Windstrup discloses the same invention including a deck 
for supporting a work piece (2), an adjustable positioning device disposed within the 
deck (40), a retention member connected to the adjustable positioning device (20), a 
securing mechanism connected to the retention member for securing the retention 
member in a desired orientation (35 and 44), and the retention member is capable of 
pivotally obtaining an extended orientation exterior to the deck (Fig. 7 ghost lines) and a 
retracted orientation substantially retracted into the deck (Fig. 7 solid lines). 

In regards to claim 5, Windstrup discloses the adjustable positioning device is a 
threaded rod (40). 

In regards to claim 6, Windstrup discloses the retention member includes an 
aperture (22) with segmented threads for pivotally engaging the threaded rod (42 and 
44). 

In regards to claim 10, Windstrup discloses an apparatus capable of being 
integrated with a power tool (Fig. 1, i.e. miter saw). 
Claims 11-14. 18. and 19: 
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In regards to claim 1 1 , Windstrup discloses the same invention including a 
housing (12) including a support surface for supporting a work piece (2) having a recess 
(Fig. 2), an adjustable positioning device disposed in the housing recess (40), a 
retention member connected to the adjustable positioning device (20), the retention 
member is configured to pivotally obtain an extended orientation and a retracted 
orientation (Fig. 7), a securing mechanism connected to the retention member for 
securing the retention member in a retracted orientation (35 and 44), and the retention 
member is capable of pivotally extending exterior to the housing (Fig. 7 ghost lines) and 
retracting substantially below the support surface (Fig. 7 solid lines). 

In regards to claim 12, Windstrup discloses an attachment device connected to 
the housing for attaching the apparatus to a deck (3). 

In regards to claim 13, Windstrup discloses the adjustable positioning device is a 
threaded rod (40). 

In regards to claim 14, Windstrup discloses the retention member includes an 
aperture (22) with segmented threads for engaging the threaded rod (42 and 44). 

In regards to claim 18, Windstrup discloses the housing is capable of being 
included in a work deck (12). 

In regards to claim 19, Windstrup discloses the apparatus is capable of being 
integrated with a power tool (Fig. 1). 
Claims 20-23: 

In regards to claim 20, Windstrup discloses the same invention including a 
support surface for supporting the work piece (2), a means for adjustable positioning 
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(40), a means for retaining a work piece in a desired position (20), a means for securing 
the retaining means in a desired orientation (35 and 40), and the retaining means is 
capable of obtaining an extended orientation disposed substantially above the support 
surface (Fig. 7 ghost lines) and a retracted orientation disposed below the support 
surface (Fig. 7 solid lines). 

In regards to claim 21, Windstrup discloses the adjustable positioning means is 

a threaded rod (40). 

In regards to claim 22, Windstrup discloses the retaining means is adjustably 
connected to the adjustable positioning means (Fig. 7). 

In regards to claim 23, Windstrup discloses wherein the retaining means is a 
cleat (20). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3, 10-12, 18-20, and 23 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. However, the 
rejection, under Windstrup, of claims 3, 5, 6, 10-14, and 18-23 still remains, in light of 
further consideration given to the claim language. The term "substantial" is a relative 
term. Using Figure 7 of Windstrup, a larger portion of item 20 is below the support 
surface when item 20 is in the retracted or solid line position. Therefore, a substantial 
portion of item 20 is below the support surface relative to the extended or ghost line 
position. Also, a larger portion of item 20 is above the support surface when item 20 is 
in the extended or ghost line position. Therefore, a substantial portion of item 20 is 
above the support surface relative the retracted or solid line position. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 8, 16, and 25 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Campbell and Brazell et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Prone whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4513. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, Mon - (every other) Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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